The UP Century Man: Fernando P. Javier, BSCE 1933
After his graduation from the Laoag High School in Ilocos Norte in 1926, Panding, as he is known to family and friends, boarded a bus to Bauang, La Union where he took the 8-hour train trip to Tutuban, Manila. 

He enrolled in civil engineering at the UP College of Engineering which was then at the UP Manila campus, whose building is now the Court of Appeals.

Engr. Javier notes that Manila was vastly different then. 
"In 1926 the Manila Central Post Office at Plaza Lawton (now Liwasang Bonifacio) was just being completed. The Manila City Hall was not yet standing, but would be unveiled a few years later in the 1930s. Quezon Bridge was not yet in existence either, but the Quiapo Church was already there. Tranvias, or electric cable cars, were the only mode of public transportation at that time, and they traversed the city running along busy streets like Avenida.”
He recalled his college:

“The College of Engineering was a small, two-storey wooden structure and had only a few students. Students were required to attend class in a freshly starched white shirt and pants, white coat and tie. Students dressed otherwise were pulled aside and severely reprimanded."
He remembered that an American, Edward R. Hyde, was the  engineering dean, Rafael Palma was the university president, and Carlos P. Romulo was an English professor. Further: “The professors that I remember included Alejandro Melchor, Teofilo Reyes, Meneleo Carlos, Mariano Manguera, Ambrosio Magsaysay and Felipe Roman, the grandfather of the husband of our current university president, Emerlinda Roman.”

On his junior year, he joined the Beta Epsilon fraternity. Engr. Javier explained that he was invited by two members of the fraternity on the basis of his academic and leadership record at the college, interviewed, and made to fill up an application form. He did not undergo any initiation because that was not the practice at that time.
After graduation in 1933, he worked in Palawan as Assistant District Engineer but his promising career in the public works bureau was cut short by the war. As a commissioned 2nd Lieutenant in the Philippine Army, he followed military orders.  He turned over his responsibilities to the Provincial Commander of Puerto Princesa and proceeded to the Construction Division of the US Army in Port Area in Manila.
He joined the USAFFE. His unit was constructing army barracks in Batangas when in 1941, Roosevelt declared war on Japan after the Pearl Harbor bombing. Later that month, he was ordered to go to Bataan where he was assigned to KM101st Engineer Depot. He supervised the transport of army materials from Corregidor to Port Limay in Bataan. When Bataan fell, Engr. Javier was herded into the Death March to Capas, Tarlac, which he remembers in this way:

"I fell in line with thousands of soldiers.... I brought along with me only one blanket. The only food we received while we walked in formation was rice and salt. At night, we slept under the shade of a big tree. Early in the morning, we continued our march. Six days later, on April 15, those who were lucky enough to survive reached Capas. After only a few minutes there, I caught sight of my younger brother, Peping. We were reunited for a short while and then were confined in the army barracks as POWs, released four months later, and returned to Manila."

In 1952 he left for abroad for the first time to work as a construction engineer in Okinawa. As he tells it:

"This was the beginning of my life abroad. In the next 29 years, I worked in Okinawa and Korea, maintaining army barracks of the American soldiers; in Afghanistan, constructing school buildings and training young engineers under a USAID contract; and, in Guam, I worked with the Environmental Protection Agency for 10 years."

He retired in 1981 and since then has lived a quiet life in Baguio.

Last month he was the commencement speaker of the 2008 graduating class of the UP-NCPAG. His message to the graduates:
"Inspite of stark differences between life in the 1940s and life today, I see many similarities. Our country may not be devastated by war, but it is beset by problems. There are problems of underemployment for even young graduates as yourselves, and overpopulation and poverty continue to exist. There is moral degeneration. Corruption and dishonesty are rampant everywhere. Thousands of lives need to be uplifted, and rights and freedoms must continue to be protected. 

“As graduates of NCPAG, you will no doubt be among the best and brightest that make up a critical segment of our future government officials and public administrators, and the burden will fall upon your shoulders to take up the cudgels and continue the work of uplifting and protecting. I urge you to stand up and be united in the struggle to fight corruption and moral degeneration in our government."
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